-Schwmsy: 18945
by Cléen Roberts . - ¢
In the spring of 1895, these
we bulidings | served e

weqds of School District No. .

i Fort Lupton. Located near
he ‘present ' -Buddhist

“hurch, the building on the .
dght Tag been bullt in 1885, -

Srowth of the town gave rise
© the peed for additional
dassroom  space,  and

anether building came under

sonstruction in 1893,
F. E. Carl of Fort Lupton
%d he carpentry work on

the new building for " $605,.

and agreed to do " the
ylastering for $12.50. The
mme architecture was used
‘or the second huilding, with
saly minor variations. T4 tod,

sad a belfry; but rather than

wving a second beli, they
nstalled a flag pole up
hrough the Leliry,

The school hoard met
jering  the - summer ' 1o
nrehase furniture, slate for
he blackboards, and te tee
hat the [inish work was
ompleted on time. They
weepted. a bld for coal ab
32.50 a4 tor,- delivered; or-
lereduurubtain

m!omthmweep,ﬂ:e.mnmmn&tn sbuild e
windows ant ordered a few °

soks. In July they hired
‘Professor’’: Herbert G-
Jeath of Grée}ey 1o bé the
)r}ntmal for $60.
Everythlng. was ready for-

he.new term—sverything, = Year
except . for' the .

hat is,
eacher, .

+ year before,

“ substitute teacher,

“more, and aceording to

_Dwyer [rvin had taught the -
and ., would
eventtially serve the district
for 35 years before retiring,
tut in the fall 'of ' she
. canght typheid fever in an
epidemic that was sweeping
the area, anawesoutn(mnst
of the year,

. By Ociober . the school_
board was gelting desperate.
The town had to have a
teacher, In-  Oclober,
President - 1.L.  Monsen,

. Treasurer Joht Hayes, and

Secrelary Fd 5L Joln, held a
special meeting at Lhe post
office’ to interview a
prospective teacher’ from
Greeley. -

Miss Vir?ima Currier
agreed to teach for Five
months, but only on the
condition that she would not
have to do. any of the
janitoriat work, She drove 1
hard  bargain, but the
directors knew that she had
them over a barrell. School
was scheduled 1o begin
Octoher. 150

Mrs.  Jeanie Goodnight,

took over the janitorial
* duties, agreeing to dust and

e each morning, for ten
cents & day. With the help of
‘Reverend Chase of the
Methodist Church acting as
* launched a successful sehool

The school belt rang once

) The twe Fort Lupmn pirblic sc!mnl huﬂdlngs were
© - quite sirallar; olthough the one on the left had a fOag
pole nmning through the beilry rather than the school
bell. Students and teachers are shown on the steps of

they -

Fort Lupton school children sit quietly at thelr

‘desks In teacher Herber! G. Heath's yoom. Heath is

stories, the teacher was
drenched more than once
fram puliing the beil rops n

~the vesubule Kids went o
exlrs effort to haul buckets
of water to the roof.” Afte

the two bulldings located in the 700 hl

in this 1895 picture.

Fhotos Courtesy of Grecley Munleipal Museums

’:'.}_Qrt Luptn school 1894-95 Sessmn

"standing In the back f this pleture taken about 1895.

. turning the bell upside down,

and filling it with waler, the
trap was set. Many other
pranks were alse pulled by
the students but none so
representative of that perlod

. of history.

In those years, there was
no -high school in Fert
L.upton, Those wishing more
advanced work had to attend
boarding school in Dettver or
Golden. ‘In 1896, the board
heid its First graduation
ceremony for the district
with three graduales fram
the eighth grade,

The next year, the nineth

prade was added lo the
curriculum, then Jater the
tenth, Districts 8§ =and 9
consolidated in 1812, giving
them enough students to
build @ consclidated high
school, and the first
graduates were the class of
1816, -

The entrances of ihe
buildings shown here, led
through a veslbu!e or
“cloakroom into | He main

‘. Groom | dEfiE buitdifg « A

chandelier of coal-oil lamps
can be seen in one piclure.

On the slate blackboard
over the teachers head,

olding a

ischonl board mifutes, I

sp,ars a drawing of an
pennant  whi
reads: “Two it takes to
a guarrel; one can’ alwe
end it In the center of *
biackhoard the roesss
reads: Now our werlk’
over, And . we. afe g6f
home, - Goodbye, Goodl,
Be always kind and tra:

We de nol know if i
digteict had pre-planned !
medutar concepl of ©
siructing schools or if #
worked out that way, Arew
the turn of the century, ths
two buildings were jois
together, and a second st
was constructed overbe:

In 1816, the Japanm:
Asseciation rented, th
purchased the twe-sle
building touse as a Japan:
Language Scheol, and as '
Buddhist Church, untif a &
church was built. %
building was eventually tr
down sometime in
1940°'s.

Information supplied. fr:
contemporary recotds o

notes in  the Qgili
CoHegtion, and frg
discussions with people
Fort Lupton.




